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The Prompter. 





Man firft with Gallantry begins, 


Thro’ it’s gay Catalogue of Sins, 


Seducing Widow, af Wife, and Maids 
Till tir'd of the unlawful Trade, 

He weds, and leads a Life more chaff, 
And turns fair Traver at the laft. 


Anonym. Mifc. 





Tuespay, May 18. 1736. 





Te the Author of the PROMPTER. 


15th May, 1736. 


peg HAVE made my Addreffes 
fA@s for fome time paft to a 
lage pe Lady, and have 
M4 Reafon to believe, I am 

ey no ways difagreeable to 
“Qin her. As I have a fincere 

Sa! WAS ¥x, Paffion for her, this Dif- 

* RS D 3 § covery encouraged me to 
© INBARAIEN be more particular than [ 
“ had been before, not at all doubting, but I fhou’d 
“ meet with a favourable Reception; for it has 
© been a conftant Maxim with me, never to fhew 
“ myfelf really touched, till I could be certain L.bad 
“ soxched. Accordingly I ventured to prefs fof the 
“ Completion of my Wifhes, and painted, in the 
“ frongeft Colours, fuch a Paffion, as, when the 
« Perfon is liked, muft pleafe a Woman of Sentfe. 
“ T was, for the firft rime in my Life, furprized to 
“ have no Return made, buta very ferious Attention 
“ only to what I faid, and a Look, that exprefs’d a 
“Concern, fhe could not be convinced of my 
“ Sincerity. Some Vifitors coming in, I was obliged 
“ to break off; but taking an Opportunity of feating 
“ myfelf near a young Lady, an intimate Friend of 
“my Miftrefs, and no Stranger to her moft fecret 
“ Thoughts, I exprefs’d a good deal of Surprize 
© and Concern at what had pafs’d. Do you think, 
“ repiy’d the young L:dy {miling, your Amours any 
“ more than thofe of other fine Gentlemen of the 
“ Aze: are a Secret to us? How often have you 
“ entertained us with the Gallantries of your Ac- 
“ quaintance ! Can you think yours alone unrevealed? 
“ When we have no particular Intereft in the Perfon, 
“ whofe Intrigues we are entertained with, Curiofity 
“ alone is fufficient to make us particular in our 
“ Enquiries about them; for Women are naturally 
© fond of fuch Sorts of Stories; but when a Perfon, 
© ar a Time that he pretends a Paffion for us, is 








© dorected ina Purluic of another Nature, we mutt 
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“ deny the thing, 
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love to a Degree of Stupefaéion, to believe him 
Nay, added the Lady, don’t pretend to 
for that will only make it worfe. 


“ Tuts Difcovery, tho’ it accounted for the Re- 
ception my Declaration had met with, left me 
under a great many Difficulties; to have denied 
the ‘Truth, wou’d have laid me under the Impu- 
tation of double Infincerity, and placed me in a 
very difadvantageous Light.«——To endeavour to 
convince a Woman you love her, at the fame Time 
you are known to have an Amour with another, 
tho’ poffible in itfelf, is impracticable with ome 
whole Experience of human Nature is formed 
from what fhe feels only herfelf. 


“ Tue only Expedient I can think of, is con- 
tained in the following poetical Epiftle, which I 
know fhe will fee, for fie always admits you to 
her greateft Privacy. You are not fo rigid a Phi- 
lofopher, I hope, as to expect a young Fellow 
fhou’d have lived to the Age of Twenty-five, in 
the gayeft Scenes of Life, without fome kind of 
Gallantry, and in the midft of Temptations, 
nor fo bad a Reafoner, as on that Account, to 
think him unqualified for the more ferious, a8 
well as lafting Paffion of Love. I believe very 
few Words from you would turn the Scales in 
my Favour, and convince her Underftanding, 
that former Gallantries, do not exclude Love in 
it’s moft tender and delicate Senfe. 


“ T nope therefore of feeing my Apology ap- 
proved of by you; I fhall venture to promife 


-myfelf Succeis with the Dear Unbeliever at pre- 


fent, whote, as well as 
Your fincere Admirer, 
Iam, 


FRANK WELLBORN. 








~< Eprstie 10 Mrs, ——m 
Madam, 


TO sour Requspt ches deci git LE oy 20. 
Excufes, that will always be too quéak § -_ 
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Take then the Secret, whtth you lone tok ‘ im Lia te al ture aré at all concefne 


And pity, if you will not heal, my Woes 8. 
The Woes of Love, the Fair-One’s Pity move, 
The Fair are ever prone to pity Love. ; 

To Manhood's Dawn arriv'd, I fought to find 

A Miftrefs not too cruel, nor too kind. 

Chance threw the gay CoR1NNA in my Way, 

My Heart unfix'a fubmitted to her Sway. 

A happy Stranger then to Love's foft Pow'r, 

I feix'd with carelefi Foy, the fmiling Hour s 
In eafy Servitude my Heart I bound, 

And felt, or feem’d, at leaft, to feel the Wound. 
Pleas'd that my Wifbes met fuch quick Succes, 

U foon began the amorous Addref;. 

My fancy'd Pains an eafy Credit gain’ d, 

And foe beliew'd, as faft as eer I feign'd. 4 
The God of Verfe thus, what he wife'd, believ'd, 
And was, by-bis- own Oracles, deceiv'd. 

“< The Ties of Virtue, fhe confefs'd, were great 3 
“* But what is Virtue, when oppos'd to Fate? 

“© And buman Hearts, whatever Priefts pretend, 
** Jo Love, their univerfal Centre, tend.” 

Such Sentiments as thefe, improv’d with Care, 
‘Soon foften’d, to my Wifh, the yielding Fair. 
There isa Moment, (happy he who knows 


But ill refifts the Lover's temtomalbagpe . 

The Senfe of Virtue may a while reftrain,© ' 

But Nature never yet did plead in vain. © 

Th? Indiff’rent Lover's thrown with E afe afide, 

The Youth, that pleafes, cannot be aeny'd. 

Some hold out Years, fome Months, and others, Days .* 
Sooner, or later, each her Tribute pays. 

That Moment come, thé Tongue unheard denies, 

The Lover only liftens to the Eyes. 

Their tender Meaning boldly he explains, 

And pays with Intereft his former Pains. 

Such was the Hour, when I my Suit preferr'd, 

And the hind Fair without relu@ance heard. 

Love pleaded in her Breaft the Lover's Caufe, 

Nor gain'd an uneffeciual Applaufe. 

<* Round my gay Temples the wreath’d Laurel twine, 
‘© For I have conquer’d, and CoRINNA’S mine ; 

“© Sunk on my Bofom, faint with Blifi fhe les, 

“© And now, with ev'ry Wifh I make, complies.” 
Such were my Words ; but ob! thoje Words were Air ; 
For Love that foould have heard them, was not there. 
Better employ'd, be Jought thy fairer Face, 

And arm d each Feature with refiftlefs Grace ; 

That, when the Time prefix’d by Fate, foould come, 
When thofe who ne'er have lov'd, receive their Doom, 
My ftubborn Heart, that did his Pow’r defy, 
Should feel his Vengeance from thy killing Eye. 
Mean time my Hours in carele/s Pleafure paft, 
Nor feem'd to laft too long, nor fly toofaft ; 
My Heart it’s native Freedom fiill retain'd, 

Corinna lov'd, and I fuccefiful feign'd. 


Ir is not fo eafy a Matter, as my Correfpondent 
feems to think it, to convince a Lady’s Underftand- 
ing againft the Dittates of her Heart; fince, as he 
very juftly obferves, Women’s Experience of human 
Nature, is founded only on what they feel in them- 
felves, and of courfe, is not general enough to com- 


ae eee Ao nth Chap ig v% . liberal Education fhou’d have lived, as Mr. Wellborn 
ere is ) * 
> é “fre 


o> Men yety eaffly inte 


prehend Man’s. It _is neverthelefs true, that the 
ifference of the Education of the two Sexes, 


forms a very great Difference in their Sentiments, 
as well 4 Practice of Galfant¥¥~ \Cuftom throws 


inghe of ithe more_refitled |Paffigns of human Na- 

*. f i Mian afe taught from the 
Commerce of the World, to confider Beauty purely 
and fimply, as an Object of Exjoyment, and not of 
Attachment. Hence for a Time, they purfue every 
agreeable Object that ftrikes their Eyes ; hence their 
Inclinations become general, and their Choice al- 
ways fixes on the Prefent, which pleafes without 
touching, and leaves them as free a$, it found them. 
Some few Men indeed, who have not fallen into 
publick Life too early, nor tainted their natural Prin- 
ciples by the dangerous Practice of Gallantry, before 
they had formed true and confiftent Notions of the 
Paffions, love, from genuine, fimple Nature, and 
artlefs Impreffion. But their Number is very 
few. ; 








WomMEN, who from Infancy onwards, are taught 
to look upon Gallantry as criminal in itfelf, conceive 
a Horror in the very Notion of general Loves; their 
Ideas of Fruition give them no Tafte of Pleafure, 
till they have fixed upon a Perfon whom they like. 
On the contrary, the_fame Idea applied to any other 
Perfon, gives Difguft. Whereas in Men, it precedes 
Perfon, and only fixes on Woman. This is the Dif- 
ference which Education places in the Praétice of 
the two Sexes. 


A Woman therefore~that-expects-a Marr of a 


ays, in the gayeft Scenes of Life, and in the fnidft 
of Temptations, without fome kinds of Gallant 
expects what fcarce ever was, or ever willbe. A 

: Woman that thinks a Man always lets his Heart go 
with his Perfon, mutt be very little acquainted with 
the Practice of Mankind. 


I woutp not be thought by what I now fay, to 
encourage Men in the Practice of Gallantry, or to 
approve fuch a Courfe of Behaviour ; all that I aim 
at, is to convince the fair Sex, that they muft not 
expect in Men’s Sentiments, the uncorrupted pure 
Delicacy they feel in their own. No Man, not 
even the moft rigid, abftracted from all Religious 
Confiderations of the Queftion, has any natural 
Horror in the Thoughts of gexeral Pleafure. Buta 
Woman’s Delicacy is at once alarmed, and none 
but the moft proftitute can bear the Thoughts of it. 
The Reafon is, the Woman’s Heart and Perfon go 
together, and are feldom or ever feparated, till the 
herfelf’ is feparated from that Delicacy Nature plants 
in her, and Education improves. Not to fay any 
thing of Modefty which grows up with her, and, if 
not a Principle of uncultivated Nature, is at leafta 
fecond Nature to her, and a Fofter Mother to that 


Delicacy that confines what fhe feels to particular 
Objecis. 


THE Account Mr. Wellborn gives of himéfelf in 
his Epiftle, contains, I think, a reafonable Apology 
to any Woman of Senfe, that can be brought to 
enter into the Truth of the Reafons here given, for 
the different Practice of the two Sexes; and I take 
him to be too much a Man of Honour, to continue 
a Commerce like whar he hints at, after his Decla- 
ration to the Lady: ’Tis a Point indeed too delicate 
for her to infift upon, or to feem even to know, or 
for him to’ mention: But fhe that has fo good an 
Opinion of a Man, as to truft her Happinefs, as well 
as Interefts in his Hands, affronts her own Judgment 
in queftioning his Honour upon any Point what- 


foever, | P / 
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